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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please add new claims 132 and 133. 

Please cancel claims 2, and 3. 

Please amend the claims, as indicated in the current listing of claims, beginning on page 3 of this 

paper. 
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1 . (Previously Cancelled). 



2. (Cancelled). 



3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable couplmgiio a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first coupler having an electrical contact configured to be connected to a percutaneous 
electrical probe inserted into the recipient; / 

a support member which aids in placement of the coupled configured to rest on a body of the 
recipient, the support member having a first coupler portioaxonfigured to be positioned proximate to a 
first coupling position of the body of the recipient and^second coupler portion configured to be 
positioned proximate to a second coupling positira'of the body of the recipient, the first coupler portion 
being configured to removably carry the first ooupler, the second coupler portion being configured 
to removably carry a second couplei/the stfpport member being spaced apart from the first and second 
coupling positions when resting on parody of the recipient; and 

a flexible cable connected tret^pen the first coupler and the support member, the cable 
remaining connected between tj*e first coupler and the support member when the first coupler is moved 
from a first carried position/with the first coupler carried by the first coupler portion to a first coupled 
position with the first cooler operatively coupled to the recipient. 

5. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first coupler is configured to 
transmit electrical signals to the recipient when the first coupler is coupled to the recipient at the first 
coupled position. 

6. / (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 4 wherein the support member is shaped to 
T/tst on at least one of a back, a neck, a head and a leg of the recipient. 



7 . (Previously Cancelled) . 



8. (Previously Amended): The a 
positioned closer than the second 




s of claim 4 wherein the first coupler portion is 
n to the first coupling position. 
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Claims 9-22 (Previously Cancelled). 

23. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for rejncfvable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipientjjKmitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a support member which aids in placement of tbe^couplers, configured to rest on a body of 
the recipient, the support member having a' first cprfpler portion configured to be positioned 
proximate to a first coupling position of th^Kodv of the recipient and a second coupler portion 
configured to be positioned proximate.to a ieewid coupling position of the body of the recipient, the 
first coupler portion being configjjf'ed to removably carry a first coupler, the second coupler portion 
being configured to removably carry a second coupler, the first coupler portion configured to be 
positioned closer than the second coupler portion to the first coupling position of the body of the 
recipientf;]^ 

whereip'fhe support member includes a cavity at the first coupler portion positioned to 
receive at \&6st a portion of the first coupler. 

24. / (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 4 wherein the support member includes a 
ccrtumn at the first coupler portion positioned to be received in an aperture of the first coupler. 

Claims 25-27 (Previously Cancelled). 



28. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removabl£*etfupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitpriffg, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first coupler having an electrical contact configy*e?f to be connected to a percutaneous 
electrical probe inserted into the recipient; 

a support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of the 
recipient proximate to a coupling rejgdn, the support member having a first engagement portion 
configured to be positioned prpxlmata to^a first coupling position on the body of the recipient and a 
second engagement portion configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling 
position on the body of the recipient; 

a first engagement member configured to removably carry the first coupler at the first 
engagemen^portion of the support member; 
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a second engagement member configured to removably carry a second coupler at the secprfd 
engagement portion of the support member, the first engagement member configured to bejxfsitioned 
closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position; and 




a flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, the cable 
remaining connected between the first coupler and the support member wherrtKe first coupler is moved 
from a first attached position with the first coupler carried by the first engagement member to a first 
coupled position with the first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient. 



29. (Previously Amended): An apparatus for supporting^ouplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration aijdrecipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a support member configured to rest oh a/tfody of the recipient proximate to a coupling region, 
the support member having a first engagemeni^rtion Configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recip^nt and a second engagement portion configured to be 
positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient; 

a first engagement membej/configured to removably carry a first coupler at the first 
engagement portion of the support member; and 

a second engagement member configured to removably carry a second coupler at the second 
engagement portion of the support member, the first engagement member configured to be positioned 
closer than the second/engagement member to the first coupling position; 

wherein the^support member has a central axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the 
central axis, a second elongated portion extending transversely to the central axis on first and second 
sides of the central axis, and a third elongated portion positioned between the first and second 
elongated portions and extending transversely to the central axis on the first and second sides of the 
central axis, wherein the first and second engagement members are positioned on one of the 
elongated portions, with the first engagement member including a first post positioned on the first 
side of the central axis and the second engagement member including a second post positioned on the 
scond side of the central axis. 

Claims 30-31 (Previously Cancelled). 
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32. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupling^© a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first coupler; / 

a support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of 
the recipient proximate to a coupling region; the support member having a first engagement portion 
configured to be positioned proximate to a first coupling position on the body of the recipient and a 
second engagement portion configured to be positioned pj*>ximate to a second coupling position on the 
body of the recipient; / 

a first engagement member configured^dremovably carry the first coupler at the first 
engagement portion of the support m^pibepf 

a second engagement membejxSonfigured to removably carry a second coupler at the second 
engagement portion of the suppoi^raember, the first engagement member configured to be positioned 
closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position; and 

a flexible link connected between the first coupler and the support member, the link remaining 
connected between ttte first coupler and the support member when the first coupler is moved from the 
first attached position to the first coupled position. 

33. Original): The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the link includes an electrical cable configured 
to be coupled to a source of electrical pulses to transmit percutaneous electrical stimulation pulses to 
the'iirst coupler. 

Claims 34-35 (Previously Cancelled). 

36. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the fir§t€TTfagement member 
includes a column projecting away from the support member, thg^Gcrtumn configured to be received in 
an aperture of the first coupler. / ^-^^ 

37. (Previously Amended): The&pj5aratus of cjapn 28 wherein the support member is flexible and 
resilient to conform to a surfSae€of the body. 

38. (Previmtdy Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the support member is shaped to 
rest on atJ^ast one of a back, a neck, a head and a leg of the recipient. 
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39. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient moijktfring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a support member which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body 
of the recipient proximate to a coupling region, the supptSrt member having a first engagement 
portion configured to be positioned proximate to a^first coupling position on the body of the 
recipient and a second engagement portion cprffigured to be positioned proximate to a second 
coupling position on the body of the reel 

a first engagement member cemfig^r^fto removably carry a first coupler at the first 
engagement portion of the supppn member; and 

a second engagemen* / member configured to removably carry a second coupler at the 
second engagement portion of the support member, the first engagement member configured to 
be positioned closer^nan the second engagement member to the first coupling position; 

wherein >ne first engagement member has a cavity positioned to receive at least a portion 
of the first coupler. 

40. /(P rev i ous ly Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein an arrangement of the first 
ancKsecond engagement members corresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the 
first and second coupling positions. 

41 . (Previously Cancelled). 

42. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the first and seconcj^etfupling 
positions are two of a larger plurality of coupling positions located on first^^mTsecond sides of a 
central axis of the support member, and wherein the first and secopd^engagement members are 
two of a larger plurality of engagement members arrangejMrftwo rows on opposite sides of the 
central axis. 



43. (Previously Amended): The apjf&#us of claim 28 wherein the first and second coupling 
positions each have a longitudipaflocationUlong a body longitudinal axis and a lateral location 
transverse to the body longitudinal axis, and wherein the support member has a central support 
member axis generally aligned with the body longitudinal axis during operation, further wherein the 
first engagepi^nt member has a longitudinal location and a lateral location relative to the central 
support member axis that correspond to the longitudinal and lateral locations of the first coupling 
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position relative to the body longitudinal axis, still further wherein the second engagement member has 
a longitudinal location and a lateral location relative to the central support member axis that correspond 
to the longitudinal and lateral locations of the second coupling position relative to the body longitudinal 
axis. / 

44. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising the second coupler. 

45. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 whereiii^t least a portion of the first 
engagement member has a first color and at least a portion of the second engagement member has a 
second color different than the first color. / 

46. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the first engagement member has a 
visual indicator corresponding to the first coupling position. 

47. (Currently Amended): An apparels for supporting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy ^dtftinistration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: / \J 

a support member, which/aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of the 
recipient proximate to a coupling region, the support member having a first engagement portion 
configured to be positioned/proximate to a first coupling position on the body of the recipient and a 
second engagement portion configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the 
body of the recipient;/ 

a first engagement member configured to removably carry a first coupler at the first 
engagement pornon of the support member; 

a second engagement member configured to removably carry a second coupler at the second 
engagemenroortion of the support member, the first engagement member configured to be positioned 
closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position; and 

/the first coupler, wherein the first coupler includes an electrical connector positioned for 
making electrical contact with a percutaneous probe at the first coupling position. 

f&. (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the support member includes a 
flexible, bio-compatible material. 
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49. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, tjje^apparatus 
comprising: j< 

a support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, cpfmgured to rest on a body of the 
recipient proximate to a coupling region, the support member haymg a first engagement portion 
configured to be positioned proximate to a first coupling position on the body of the'recipient and a 
second engagement portion configured to be positionejkproximate to a second coupling position on the 
body of the recipient; r\ / 

a first engagement member corpguredio removably carry a first coupler at the first 
engagement portion of the support member and/ 

a second engagement member^njfie^ed to removably carry a second coupler at the second 
engagement portion of the suppopunember, the first engagement member configured to be positioned 
closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position; 

wherein the supppn member includes a generally flat, rigid material. 

50. (Previoush/Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the first coupler includes an electrically 
conductive clamp, and wherein the first engagement member is configured to carry the first coupler 
including the4lectrically conductive clamp. 



51. / (Previously Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 wherein the first coupler includes an 
electronically conductive alligator clip, and wherein the first engagement member is configured to carry the 

rst coupler including the electrically conductive alligator clip. 

52. (Currently Amended): The apparatus of claim 28 An apparatus for suppo^g^edtipierrfor 
removable coupling to a recipient during at least one of therapy administratrdnand recipient 
monitoring, the apparatus comprising: 

a first coupler having an electrical contact corrfigured to be connected to a percutaneous 
electrical" probe inserted into the recipientL ^^^ 

a support member, which aktsnTplacement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of the 
recipient proximate to a courting region, the support member having a first engagement portion 
configured to be positioned proximate to a first coupling position on the body of the recipient and a 
second engagement portion configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling 
positionxm the body of the recipient; 
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a first engagement member configured to removably carry Ihrfifst coupler at the first 
engagement portion of the support member; 

a second engagement member configured to rejagvablv carry a second coupler at the second 
engagement portion of the support member, the iifstengagement member configured to be positioned 
closer than the second engagement memberjxTthe first coupling position; and 

a flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, the cable 
remaining connected between th^first coupler and the support member when the first coupler is moved 
from a first attached position with the first coupler carried by the first engagement member to a first 
coupled position witjytne first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient, 

wherein the first coupler includes an actuator tool configured to insert the percutaneous electrode in 
the recipient/dnd wherein the first engagement member is configured to carry the first coupler including the 
actuatoriool. 



53. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe couplers in 
position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 

a flexible support member which aids in placement of the couplers, configured™ rest on a body of a 
recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a location where the couplers 
are to be coupled to the body; / 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a first coupling position on the body; / 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first epj^agement member; 

a first electrical cable attached between the fia^t coupler and the support member; 

a second engagement member dependjffg from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a second coupling position^nthe body of the recipient, the first engagement member 
configured to be positioned closer thap'uie second^gagement member to the first coupling position, the 
second engagement member configured to be positioned closer than the first engagement member to the 
second coupling position; / 

a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 

a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 

54. (Original): The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first electrical cable is attached to the 
support inember at a first attachment location, and the second electrical cable is attached to the support 
member at a second attachment location, and further wherein the first and second electrical cables are 
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and exit the support member adjacent to each other at a 



55. (Currently Amended): Th e apparatus of claim 53 An apparatus for supporting a pluralityof 
percutaneous probe couplers in position for removable coupling to a recipient comprising: 

a flexible support member_ which aids in placement of the couplers, configured tamest on a body of a 
recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a locatiop^where the couplers 
are to be coupled to the body, wherein the support member has a centeaflixis, a first elongated 
portion positioned along the central axis, a second elongated portion extending transversely to the 
central axis on first and second sides of the central axis, and a third^longated portion positioned 
between the first and second elongated portions and extending^ransverselv to the central axis on the 
first and second sides of the central axis, further wherein the first and second engagement members are 
positioned on one of the elongated portions, with the ftrst engagement member including a column 
positioned on the first side of the central axis andine second engagement member including a column 
positioned on the second side of the central ajUs; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a first coupling position on/ftie body; 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member wherein the first coupler 
includes an actuator tool configured to insert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient; 

a first electrical cable'attached between the first coupler and the support member; 

a second engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a secqflq coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first engagement member 
configured to be positioned closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position, the 
second engagement member configured to be positioned closer than the first engagement member to the 
second coupling position; 

/a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 

a si£ond electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 



56. (Original): The apparatus of claim 53 
conductive clamp. The apparatus of claim 5 
conductive alligator clip. 




e first coupler includes an electrically 
ie first coupler includes an electrically 
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conductive alligator clip. 
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includes an electrically 




erein the first and second electrical cables have 



58. (Original): The apparatus ofc, 
approximately the same length 



59. (Origin^: The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first electrical cable has a first length and the 
second eleefrical cable has a second length different than the first length. 




60. (Currently Amended): Th e apparatus of claim 53 An apparatus for supporting a pluralitVof 
percutaneous probe couplers in position for removable coupling to a recipient comprising: 

a flexible support member which aids in placement of the couplers, configurecko rest on a body of a 
recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a location where the couplers 
are to be coupled to the body, wherein the support member has a central axis, a first elongated 
portion positioned along the central axis, a second elongated portkm extending transversely to the 
central axis on first and second sides of the central axis, and^third elongated portion positioned 
between the first and second elongated portions and extefiding transversely to the central axis on the 
first and second sides of the central axis, further wj>drein the first and second engagement members are 
positioned on one of the elongated portions, witfi the first engagement member including a column 
positioned on the first side of the central a^s and the second engagement member including a column 
positioned on the second side of the cepfral axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a first coupling positkm on the body; 

a first coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member: 

a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member: 

a second engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be positioned 
proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first engagement member 
configured to be/positioned closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling position, the 
second enga gement member configured to be positioned closer than the first engagement member to the 
second cqvfrling position; 

a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 
a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 
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61 . (Original): The apparatus of claim 53 wherein the first coupler has an apexturelmd wherein the 
first engagement member includes a column projecting away from th^Sttpport member and positioned 
to be received in the aperture of the first coupler., 

62. (Original): The apparatus ofckrtrh 53 Whefein the support member is shaped to rest on at least 
one of a back, a neck, a head apd'a leg of the recipient. 



63. (Origjja^f): The apparatus of claim 53 wherein an arrangement of the first and second 
engagement members corresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the first and second 
couffling positions. 



64. (Previously Cancelled). 

65. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneouspfobe couplers 
in position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 

a flexible support member, which aids in placement of the coupler^ onfigured to rest on a 
body of a recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximat^to a coupling location where the 
couplers are to be coupled to the body, the support member havp*g a central axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the spffport member and positioned on a first side 
of the central axis, the first engagement member configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first coupling position located on the first side of the 
central axis; / X 

a first coupler removably engstgdf with^fie first engagement member; 

a first electrical cable aj#iched between the first coupler and the support member; 

a second engagempm member depending from the support member and positioned on a second 
side of the central axisx^pposite the first side of the central axis, the second engagement member 
configured to be npsitioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the 
second coupling position located on the second side of the central axis; 

a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 
/a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 
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66. (Original): The apparatus of clainy 
support member at a first attachment loc^ 
member at a second attachment 



wherpifrffie first electrical cable is attached to the 
d the second electrical cable is attached to the support 
her wherein the first and second electrical cables are 



bundled together within th^upport member and exit the support member adjacent to each other at a 
third attachment loca 



i plurality of 



67. (Currently Amended): Th e apparatus of claim 65 An apparatus for supporting a \ 
percutaneous probe couplers in position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprisjfljg^ 

a flexible support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a 
body of a recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to ajgdupling location where'the 



couplers are to be coupled to the body, the support member having a^central axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the suppotfmember and positioned on a first side 
of the central axis, the first engagement member configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recipient, the fkst coupling position located on the first side of the 
central axis; 

a first coupler removably engaged^with the first engagement member, wherein the first coupler 
includes an actuator tool configured tefmsert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient; 

a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member; 

a second engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a second 
side of the central axis opposite the first side of the central axis, the second engagement member 
configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the 
second coupling/position located on the second side of the central axis; 

coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 



a sej 



fond 



second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 



68. (Original): The apparatus of claim 65 wl 
conductive clamp. 



t includes an electrically 




6 9. (Origin a l)>TKe apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first coupler includes an electrically 
conductive ^Hfgator clip. 
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approximately the same length. 
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: and second electrical cables have 



71. (Original): The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the first electrical cable has a first length and 
the second electrical caWe has a second length different than the first length. 



alifvof ^ 



72. (Currently Amended): Th e apparatus of claim 65 An apparatus for supporting a plural* 
percutaneous probe couplers in position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: 

a flexible support member, which aids in placement of the couplers, confm«red to rest on a 
body of a recipient and conform to a curvature of the body proximate to a cout5nng location where the 
couplers are to be coupled to the body, the support member having a cenb^laxis, 

wherein the support member has a first elongated portion/ffositioned along the central axis, a 
second elongated portion extending transversely to the centrataxis on first and second sides of the 
central axis, and a third elongated portion positioned bej^een the first and second elongated portions 
and extending transversely to the central axis on th^first and second sides of the central axis; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a first side 
of the central axis, the first engagement member configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first coupling position located on the first side of the 
central axis; 

a first coupler removajbfy engaged with the first engagement member; 

a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member; 

a second engagement member depending from the support member and positioned on a second 
side of the central/axis opposite the first side of the central axis, the second engagement member 
configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the 
second coujfling position located on the second side of the central axis; 

second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 

a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support member. 



73. (Original): The apparatus of claim 65^hereijUh£first coupler has an aperture and wherein 
the first engagement member includes a pos£tf?ojecting away from the support member and 
positioned to be received in the^pefture of tlfejif'st coupler. 
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74. (Original): The apparatus of claim 65 wherein the sugj; 
least one of a back, a neck, a head and a legjpf the jp&ijtfent. 



lember is shaped to rest on at 



75. (Original): The appajattfsof claim_65' wherein an arrangement of the first and second 
engagement member^etfrresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the first and second 
coupling positkms. 



76. (Previously Cancelled). 

77. (Original): An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe coupl^fs in 
position for removable coupling to a recipient, comprising: / 

a flexible support member configured to rest on a back of a recipierrt^nd conform to a 
curvature of the back proximate to a coupling region of the back, the support member having a 
central axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the central a^rfs a second elongated portion 
extending transversely to the central axis on first and second sides of the central axis and a third 
elongated portion between the first and second elongated aefrtions and extending transversely to the 
central axis on the first and second sides of the central Lafxis; 

five pairs of engagement posts depending iram the support member, engagement posts of a 
first pair positioned on opposite sides of the cemral axis toward an end of the first elongated portion, 
engagement posts of a second pair positioned at opposite ends of the second elongated portion, 
engagement posts of a third pair positioned at opposite ends of the third elongated portion, 
engagement posts of a fourth pair Motioned on opposite sides of the central axis between the first 
and second pair, and engagementposts of a fifth pair positioned on opposite sides of the central axis 
between the second and third/pair; 

five pairs of couplers, each coupler having an aperture with aperture walls removably 
engaged with one of tHe engagement posts; and 

five pairs/ff electrical cables with each electrical cable attached between one of the couplers 
and the support member. 

78. /(Original): The apparatus of claim 77 wherein each cable enters the support member at a 
separate entry point and exits the support member at a common exit point, the cables being bundled 
together external to the exit point and connected to a single connector. 

-16- 
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79. (Original): The apparatus of claim 77 wherein the first coupler incjud^s an actuator tool 
configured to insert a percutaneous electrode in the recipient. 

80. (Original): The apparatus of claim 77 wherein the first coupler includes an electrically 
conductive clamp. 

81. (Original): The apjmmus of claim 77 wherein the first coupler includes an electrically 
conductive alligator cHpf 

82. (Original): The apparatus of claim 77 wherein the support member is configured to rest on the 
back opmc recipient proximate to the coupling region having a plurality of coupling positions, and 
wherein an outline of the coupling positions defines a first shape and an outline of the engagement 
members defines a corresponding second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 



83. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupliirgio a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitorir^fchtfapparatus 
comprising: 

support member which aids in placement of the couplers, configured to rest on a body of the 
recipient, the support member having a first couplepptfrtion configured to be positioned proximate to a 
first coupling position of the body of the redm^mt, the support member further having a second coupler 
portion configured to be positioned pi^dmate to ^second coupling position of the body of the 
recipient, the first coupler portic^configured to be positioned closer than the second coupler portion to 
the first coupling positionprfthe body of the recipient; 

a first coupl^configured to be operatively coupled to the body when spaced apart from the 
first coupler poj#ion and configured to be removably supported at the first coupler portion; 
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a second coupler configured to be operatively couplsd^fcTthe body when spaced apart from the 
second coupler portion and configured to b^remoyaWy supported at the second coupler portion; 

a recipient care unit configuredj^flelfver therapy, monitor a condition of the recipient, or 
delivery therapy and monitor a condition of the recipient; and 

a first link betweprfhe care unit and the first coupler and a second link between the care unit 
and the second coupler. 

84. (Currently Amended): The^fJparatus of claim 83 wherein the recipient care unit includes a 
source of electrical current wbk5n provides electrical stimulation to the couplers . 

Claims 85-86 (Previously Cancelled). 



87. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupJirfg to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring^the apparatus 
comprising: y< 

support member which aids in placement of the couplers, cprffigured to rest on a body of the 
recipient, the support member having a first coupler portion cpiffigured to be positioned proximate to 
a first coupling position of the body of the recipient, the^dpport member further having a second 
coupler portion configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position of the body of 
the recipient, the first coupler portion configurpdto be positioned closer than the second coupler 
portion to the first coupling position^n thp^body of the recipient; 

a first coupler configured to h^operatively coupled to the body and removably supported at 
the first coupler portion; / I / 

a second coupler conjured to be operatively coupled to the body and removably supported 
at the second coupler popnon; 

a recipient c#re unit configured to deliver therapy, monitor a condition of the recipient, or 
delivery therapy^nd monitor a condition of the recipient; and 

a firpi link between the care unit and the first coupler and a second link between the care unit 
and the second coupler; 

/ wherein the first coupler is moveable relative to the support member between an attached 
position with the first coupler engaged with the support member at the first coupler location, a 
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detached position with the first coupler disengbgetT from the first coupler location, and a coupled 
position with the first coupler operatively^^led to the recipient at the first coupling position, the 
first coupler having an electrical contact foi(£pmiecting to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted 
into the patient, and further wh^in the first link includes a flexible electrical cable. 

88. (Previously Amended): An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable couplingxto a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: / 

support member configured to rest on a body of the recipient, the supfxnt member having a first 
coupler portion configured to be positioned proximate to a first couplingposition of the body of the 
recipient, the support member further having a second coupler portidn configured to be positioned 
proximate to a second coupling position of the body of the recipient, the first coupler portion 
configured to be positioned closer than the second coupler jarortion to the first coupling position on the 
body of the recipient; / 

a first coupler configured to be operativelv/Coupled to the body and removably supported at the 
first coupler portion; / 

a second coupler configured to be operatively coupled to the body and removably supported at 
the second coupler portion; / 

a recipient care unit configured to deliver therapy, monitor a condition of the recipient, or 
delivery therapy and monitor a condition of the recipient; and 

a first link between tKe care unit and the first coupler and a second link between the care unit 
and the second coupler; / 

wherein the support member has a central axis, a first elongated portion positioned along the 
central axis, a secoml elongated portion extending transversely to the central axis on first and second 
sides of the central axis, and a third elongated portion positioned between the first and second 
elongated popnons and extending transversely to the central axis on the first and second sides of the 
central axi^, further wherein the first and second coupler locations are positioned on one of the 
elongated portions, with the first coupler location including a post positioned on the first side of the 
centnfl axis and the second coupler location including a post positioned on the second side of the 
central axis. 
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89. (Original): The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the first coupler has an aperjufe^and wherein 
the support member includes a post at the first coupler location positionejUcftfe received in the 
aperture of the first coupler. 

90. (Original): The apparatus of clayn)83 \>th6rein the support member is flexible and resilient to 
conform to a surface of the body. 

91. (Original): The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the support member is shaped to rest on at 
least one of a back, a neck, a head and a leg of the recipient. 



92. (Original): The apparatus of claim 83 wherein an arrangement of the first and second coupler 
locatjjems corresponds at least approximately to an arrangement of the first and second coupling 
sitions. 



Claims 93-130 (Previously Cancelled). 



131. (Previously Added): The apparatus of claim 4 wherein the support member isj 
along a support member axis. 




132. (New): The apparatus of claim 4, further (/ompfising: 

a first engagement member dependin^Trom he Support member at the first coupler portion and 
configured to removably engage the^tfsTcoupler; and" ^ • 

a second engagemettfinember depending from the support member at the second coupler 
portion and configui^<ftoremovablv engage the second coupler . 



133^XtNew): The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising the second coupler. 
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